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The University of ~ontana's Big Sky Conference opener in Flagstaff against 
Northern Arizona Saturday is an important game for both teams. 
Although it is only the first of six conference games for the Grizzlies, coach 
Jack Swarthout proclaims, "We've got to beat Northern Arizona to stay in the conference 
race.'' 
~fontana has only two of the six conference games at home and Swarthout believes all 
of the teams in the league are very strong and that the Grizzlies can't afford to start 
with a loss. 
Northern Arizona won the statistics war with Weber State last weekend, but lost 
25-13 on the scoreboard. With one notch in the loss column in conference play, the 
Lumberjacks must win Saturday's game if they are to be in contention. 
For the season the Lumberjacks are 0-2. They lost to North Dakota St,.ate 36-7 in 
their season opener. 
dontana's league-leading defense will face a stern test from the Lumberjacks, who 
were troubled by blocked punts against Weber State. NAU quarterback Dave r1endez has 
completed 33 of 51 passes, a figure that Swarthout calls "fantanstic." His 65 per cent 
completion figure differs greatly from the 38 per cent completion mark that fontana's 
opponents have recorded this year. 
Last Fall, Mendez led the nation's junior colleges in passing while at Mesa 
Community College and earned second team All-America recognition. The 5-11, 185-pounder 
passed for more than 1800 yards and broke all 15 of t!esa's passing records. 
The Lumberjacks had plenty of problems during pre-season practice as a number 
of players left the squad, were injured or failed to report, but the. gTOUp that remains 
is playing hard-nosed football. 
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Only two blocked punts kept NAU from nipping Weber's Wildcats and the Lumberjacks 
. 
played a strong game against North Dakota State after falling behind early. 
"I think they are underrated. They could have won the Weber game and the game 
l'lith North Dakota was much closer than the score would indicate," Swarthout said. 
Saturday's game is the fourth straight travel date for l·lontana and the first home 
game for NAU. It will be homecoming at Flagstaff and the kickoff is not scheduled until 
2:30 ~1ST. 
The game will be broadcast in r.tissoula by KYLT, with the pre-game show beginning 
at 3 p.m. ~IDT. 
Flagstaff is not on Daylight Savings Time. The city has retained Mountain 
Standard Time throughout the summer. 
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